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NEW RIVER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, 
BORDER PATROL OPERATIONS

ON AGENDA FOR AUGUST 11 PUBLIC MEETING

The Colorado River Citizens’ Forum (CRCF) of the United States Section of the International

Boundary and Water Commission (USIBWC) will hold a public meeting on Thursday, August 11 in

Calexico, California.  The purpose of the CRCF is to promote the exchange of information between the

USIBWC and the community about Commission projects and related issues in the area.  The meeting is

scheduled for 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. at the Calexico Women’s Improvement Club, 320 Heber Avenue,

Calexico, CA 92232.  

The Calexico New River Committee will discuss the New River Improvement Project.  The New

River, which runs from Mexicali, Mexico north through Calexico, California is considered one of the

most polluted waterways in North America.  The New River is affected by  agricultural and chemical

runoff, domestic sewage from Mexicali, and industrial waste.  Biological contaminants, volatile organic

compounds, heavy metals, and pesticides have been detected in the river. 

Several efforts are currently underway.  In February 2005, the Calexico New River Committee

was chosen as one of five pilot projects under the California Environmental Protection Agency’s

Environmental Justice Action Plan.  The goal of this pilot project is to establish a collaborative effort to

increase public awareness/participation efforts to reduce environmental and health impacts from pollution

in the New River.  The lead organizations will be the Calexico New River Committee and the State Water

Resources Control Board.

In another development, a bill sponsored by Senator Denise Moreno Ducheny was signed into

law by Governor Schwarzenegger in July .  The legislation classifies the New River as an urban creek

(rather than a natural waterway) in order to allow for encasement of the New River as it flows through



Calexico.  

The New River is also receiving increased attention from the USIBWC.  USIBWC Commissioner

Arturo Q. Duran has agreed to spearhead a binational task force convened by Congressman Bob Filner to

address New River pollution.  The multi-agency task force will promote public input and develop a long-

term funding strategy to address the problem (for more on the task force, see

http://www.ibwc.state.gov/PAO/CURPRESS/2005/PR_NewRiver_071305.pdf.)

In other business, Senior Border Patrol Agent Enrique Lozano will give a presentation about El

Centro Sector Border Patrol Operations.  The El Centro Sector includes Calexico and the New River

corridor.  Additionally, Kirk Dimmitt of the Imperial Irrigation District will give a brief update on the

status of the All American Canal lining project.

The Colorado River Citizens’ Forum Board is comprised of nine residents of Yuma County,

Arizona and Imperial County, California who represent diverse interests in the region.  The board

conducts quarterly public meetings in the area.

A complete meeting agenda appears below. Members of the public who would like more

information about the meeting can contact  the USIBWC’s Yuma Projects Office at (928) 782-1598 or

Public Affairs Officer Sally Spener at (915) 832-4175 or via e-mail at sallyspener@ibwc.state.gov.  

For more information:

Sally Spener
(915) 832-4175
sallyspener@ibwc.state.gov
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COLORADO RIVER CITIZENS’ FORUM
Thursday, August 11, 2005
4:00 - 6:00 P.M. MST/PDT

Calexico Women’s Improvement Club
320 Heber Ave.

Calexico, CA 92232

Agenda

# Welcome and Introductions - Brian McNeece, Citizens’ Forum Co-Chair

# Update on the All American Canal Lining - Kirk Dimmitt, Executive
Program Manager for the All American Canal Lining Project, Imperial
Irrigation District

# Calexico New River Committee, New River Improvement Project:  History
of Work and Latest Developments - Pablo Orozco, Executive Director,
Calexico New River Committee

# El Centro Sector Border Patrol Operations - Enrique Lozano, Senior Border
Patrol Agent

# Public Comment

# Board Discussion/Suggested Future Agenda Items

If you have a disability that you wish to self-identify confidentially that requires accommodation,
please advise us ahead of time.  For more information, call 928-782-1598 or e-mail
sallyspener@ibwc.state.gov.

Directions: From Yuma, take I-8 west.  Merge onto CA-111, exit 118 A to Calexico.  Turn left
onto East 4th Street.  Turn right onto Heber Avenue.
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